


UNLOCKING COMPETITIVENESS 
THROUGH DIGITAL INNOVATION: 
FROM INVESTMENT TO IMPACT



DOES 
INVESTMENT 
ALWAYS LEAD 
TO IMPACT?









INNOVATION IS 
FAST



DIGITAL IS DISRUPTIVE



FA ST ER   
D EEPE R
T O GET HE R

FROM INVESTMENT TO IMPACT



TOGETHER



ECOSYSTEMS 
ARE KEY



4000 talent pool
60 universities

350 partners
500 startups 1000 investors

Hub in Silicon Valley 23 offices in Europe

THE EIT DIGITAL
ECOSYSTEM



Talent & skills - educate, attract, retain

Tech & infrastructure (universities, corporates, startups) 
 
Shared responsibility and values

Open collaboration culture (private & public)

ECOSYSTEM



INVEST IN SKILLS AND 
TALENT DEVELOPMENT, 
ATTRACTION AND 
RETENTION



Participating top technical 
European universities
Covering cutting-edge deep technologies 
(AI, quantum, chips, robotics) and beyond 
(FinTech) and bridging them to business, 
innovation and entrepreneurship



TECH & INFRASTRUCTURES

EIT Digital’s thought leadership report 
analysed the potential of digital 
technologies to achieve green growth 
in Europe, discussed opposing angles 
and presented policymakers with 
scenarios supporting decisions.

EIT Digital’s ecosystem partners 



Restimo, belonging to EIT Digital’s Equity 
Portfolio, successfully secured €465,000 
from a diverse group of private investors, 
signalling strong market confidence in its 
groundbreaking solution designed to 
streamline restaurant operations.

TECH & INFRASTRUCTURES
EIT Digital participates in 8 
European Digital Innovation 
Hubs (EDIH) and runs the 
SME4DD project. The 
DigitalTech EDIH active for 
20 months, reached through 
40 events 10.000 citizens 
and upskilled about 1.500.



BEYOND PROFIT - INVEST IN ESG

Share of % capital invested in 
sustainability in 2024

21% of capital 
invested in 
Europe

11% of 
capital 
invested in 
the US

Carbon management

Renewable energy 
solutions

New Materials



MAKERS & SHAPERS 
DIGITAL POLICY MEETS DIGITAL 
INNOVATION



EVERYONE SHOULD 
EMBRACE RISK 

TAKING

RISK & 
REWARD

NOT ONLY ENTREPRENEURS



GOVERNANCE AND 
INTRAPRENEURSHIP

SANDBOX 
TECHNOLOG
Y



THREE SCENARIOS
FOR REGIONAL AND 
NATIONAL ECOSYSTEMS



FRAGMENTATION 

INNOVATION 
WITHOUT IMPACT

SCENARIO #1



FOLLOWER 

FAST BUT AS 
CUSTOMER OF 
FOREIGN TECH

SCENARIO #2



STRATEGIC AUTONOMY 
 
INDUSTRY-ANCHORED, 
VALUES-DRIVEN
ECOSYSTEMS

SCENARIO #3



MORE UNICORNS
VS 

INTERCONNECTED ECOSYSTEMS THAT SCALE TOGETHER

MEASURING IMPACT



WE BUILD WHAT’S NEXT 



NOT ALONE, BUT TOGETHER.
 
NOT SLOWLY, BUT WITH SPEED 
AND CLARITY.



 
FOR TOMORROW & RESPONSIBLY



THANK YOU



FEDERICO 
MENNA
CEO 
EIT DIGITAL
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